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causelessly) and in the autumn, he was ordered a voyage
to Australia.

In September I was taken by my mother to Aberdeen-
shire, and thus I had no opportunity of seeing "William
again, and the last thing I heard of him, when he had
left Scotland in a sailing ship, was a gloomy prediction
made by an old relative to my mother: " Ah, that poor
nephew of yours, "Willie Sharp, he'll never live to reach
Australia."

To quote his own words:

" So to Australia I went by sailing ship, relinquishing
my idea of becoming a formidable rival to Swinburne
(whose Atalanta in Calydow, liad inspired me to a lyri-
cal drama named Ariadne in Names), to Tennyson
(whose example I had deigned to accept for an idyll
called <Beatrice7)? and to the author of Festus, whose
example was responsible for a meditative epic named
'Amid the Uplands.' Alas! ' subsequent events' make
it unlikely that these masterpieces will ever see the
light.

" In Australia I had friends with whom I stayed, and
from them I joined an eminent colonist whose tragic
end cast a cloud over a notable career as an explorer.
With him I saw much of the then wild country in Gipps-
land, beyond the Buffalo and Bogong Mountains, across
the Murray Eiver into the desert region of lower New
South Wales."                                                       .

So to Australia he sailed, not only in search of health
but to look about and see if he would care to settle there,
supposing that he should find work that he could do, as
it was now inoperative he should provide for his future.
In The Sport of Chance, and in an article " Through!
Bush and Fern," he has given graphic descriptions of the
memorable ride which afforded the newcomer a unique
opportunity of seeing something of the interior of the
colony; and from these the following selections are
taken:

" It was the full tide of summer when my friend and I
started one morning in continuance of our ride southon was feared (as it proved, Pine Belt" begins with these lines:eigh or consider what
